BUILDING ON THE ROCK
Matthew 7:24 “Anyone who listens to my teaching and follows it is wise, like a person
who builds a house on solid rock.
25 Though the rain comes in torrents and the floodwaters rise and the winds beat
against that house, it won’t collapse because it is built on bedrock.
Matthew 5:3 “God blesses those who are poor and realize their need for him, for the
Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.
4 God blesses those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5 God blesses those who are humble, for they will inherit the whole earth.
6 God blesses those who hunger and thirst for justice, for they will be satisfied.
7 God blesses those who are merciful, for they will be shown mercy.
8 God blesses those whose hearts are pure, for they will see God.
9 God blesses those who work for peace, for they will be called the children of God.
Matthew 5:10 God blesses those who are persecuted for doing right, for the Kingdom of
Heaven is theirs.
2 Timothy 3:12 Yes, and everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will
suffer persecution.
13 But evil people and impostors will flourish. They will deceive others and will
themselves be deceived.
John 16:33 I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me. Here on earth you
will have many trials and sorrows. But take heart, because I have overcome the world.”
1 Peter 4:12 Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as
if something strange were happening to you.
13 Instead, be very glad—for these trials make you partners with Christ in his suffering,
so that you will have the wonderful joy of seeing his glory when it is revealed to all the
world.
14 If you are insulted because you bear the name of Christ, you will be blessed, for the
glorious Spirit of God rests upon you.
15 If you suffer, however, it must not be for murder, stealing, making trouble, or prying
into other people’s affairs.
16 But it is no shame to suffer for being a Christian. Praise God for the privilege of being
called by his name!
19 So if you are suffering in a manner that pleases God, keep on doing what is right,
and trust your lives to the God who created you, for he will never fail you.
Matthew 5:11 “God blesses you when people mock you and persecute you and lie
about you and say all sorts of evil things against you because you are my followers.
12 Be happy about it! Be very glad! For a great reward awaits you in heaven. And
remember, the ancient prophets were persecuted in the same way.

The Message
Matthew 5:10 “You’re blessed when your commitment to God provokes persecution.
The persecution drives you even deeper into God’s kingdom.
11–12 “Not only that—count yourselves blessed every time people put you down or
throw you out or speak lies about you to discredit me. What it means is that the truth is
too close for comfort and they are uncomfortable. You can be glad when that happens—
give a cheer, even!—for though they don’t like it, I do! And all heaven applauds. And
know that you are in good company. My prophets and witnesses have always gotten
into this kind of trouble.
Hebrews 12:2 We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates and
perfects our faith. Because of the joy awaiting him, he endured the cross, disregarding
its shame. Now he is seated in the place of honor beside God’s throne.
3 Think of all the hostility he endured from sinful people; then you won’t become weary and give
up.

