Bringing Out Your Best

Romans 12:1-2 (Message)
1 So here’s what | want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life —
your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—and place it before God
as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for him.
2 Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking.
Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out. Readily
recognize what he wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around
you, always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out of you,
develops well-formed maturity in you.

Find Freedom
Don’t become so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without even thinking.

Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll be changed from the inside out.

To Christ By Faith

Colossians 1:19 For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ,

20 and through him God reconciled everything to himself. He made peace with
everything in heaven and on earth by means of Christ’s blood on the cross.

21 This includes you who were once far away from God. You were his enemies,
separated from him by your evil thoughts and actions.

Romans 13:13 Because we belong to the day, we must live decent lives for all to
see. Don't participate in the darkness of wild parties and drunkenness, or in
sexual promiscuity and immoral living, or in quarreling and jealousy.

14 Instead, clothe yourself with the presence of the Lord Jesus Christ. And don’t
let yourself think about ways to indulge your evil desires.

My Thinking

1 Corinthians 13:11 When | was a child, | spoke and thought and reasoned as a
child. But when | grew up, | put away childish things.

Ephesians 4:21 Since you have heard about Jesus and have learned the truth
that comes from him,

22 throw off your old sinful nature and your former way of life, which is corrupted
by lust and deception.

23 Instead, let the Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes.

24 Put on your new nature, created to be like God—truly righteous and holy.



Colossians 3:1 Since you have been raised to new life with Christ, set your sights
on the realities of heaven, where Christ sits in the place of honor at God’s right

hand.

2 Think about the things of heaven, not the things of earth.

My Thoughts

Take

For My Thoughts

Proverbs 13:16 Wise people think before they act; fools don’t—and even
brag about their foolishness.

My Wrong Thoughts

Proverbs 4:14 Don’t do as the wicked do, and don’t follow the path of
evildoers.

15 Don’t even think about it; don’t go that way. Turn away and keep
moving.

Wrong Thoughts

Colossians 2:8 Don’t let anyone capture you with empty philosophies and
high-sounding nonsense that come from human thinking and from the
spiritual powers of this world, rather than from Christ.

The Help God Has For Me

Romans 8:5 Those who are dominated by the sinful nature think about
sinful things, but those who are controlled by the Holy Spirit think about
things that please the Spirit.

6 So letting your sinful nature control your mind leads to death. But letting
the Spirit control your mind leads to life and peace.

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than
the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between
joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.

Proverbs 12:15 Fools think their own way is right, but the wise listen to
others.



Others

Philippians 2:2 Then make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly
with each other, loving one another, and working together with one mind
and purpose.

3 Don't be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be humble, thinking of
others as better than yourselves.

4 Don’t look out only for your own interests, but take an interest in others,
too.

To Worry

Luke 12:29 “And don’t be concerned about what to eat and what to drink.
Don’t worry about such things.

30 These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers all over the world,
but your Father already knows your needs.

31 Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and he will give you
everything you need.

Philippians 4:8 And now, dear brothers and sisters, one final thing. Fix
your thoughts on what is true, and honorable, and right, and pure, and
lovely, and admirable. Think about things that are excellent and worthy of
praise.

9 Keep putting into practice all you learned and received from me—
everything you heard from me and saw me doing. Then the God of peace
will be with you.



