THE TESTS OF FAITH
James 1:2 Dear brothers and sisters, when troubles of any kind come your way,
consider it an opportunity for great joy.
3 For you know that when your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance to grow.
4 So let it grow, for when your endurance is fully developed, you will be perfect and
complete, needing nothing.
The Test Of Dollars
The ______________________ Of Giving
Mark 12:41 Jesus sat down near the collection box in the Temple and watched as the
crowds dropped in their money. Many rich people put in large amounts.
42 Then a poor widow came and dropped in two small coins.
43 Jesus called his disciples to him and said, “I tell you the truth, this poor widow has
given more than all the others who are making contributions.
44 For they gave a tiny part of their surplus, but she, poor as she is, has given
everything she had to live on.”

God Invites Us To _____________________ Him
Malachi 3:8 “Should people cheat God? Yet you have cheated me! “But you ask, ‘What
do you mean? When did we ever cheat you?’ “You have cheated me of the tithes and
offerings due to me.
9 You are under a curse, for your whole nation has been cheating me.
10 Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If
you do,” says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the windows of heaven for you. I
will pour out a blessing so great you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me
to the test!

Faith Demands ______________________ God
Proverbs 11:28 Trust in your money and down you go! But the godly flourish like leaves
in spring.
Hebrews 13:5 Don’t love money; be satisfied with what you have. For God has said, “I
will never fail you. I will never abandon you.”
Matthew 23:23 “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you Pharisees.
Hypocrites! For you are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from your herb gardens,
but you ignore the more important aspects of the law—justice, mercy, and faith. You
should tithe, yes, but do not neglect the more important things.

We Must Understand ____________________ Riches
Luke 16:10 “If you are faithful in little things, you will be faithful in large ones. But if you
are dishonest in little things, you won’t be honest with greater responsibilities.
11 And if you are untrustworthy about worldly wealth, who will trust you with the true
riches of heaven?
12 And if you are not faithful with other people’s things, why should you be trusted with
things of your own?
13 “No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you will be
devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and be enslaved to
money.”
14 The Pharisees, who dearly loved their money, heard all this and scoffed at him.
15 Then he said to them, “You like to appear righteous in public, but God knows your
hearts. What this world honors is detestable in the sight of God.

________________________ In Heaven Is Our Goal
Matthew 19:21 Jesus told him, “If you want to be perfect, go and sell all your
possessions and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. Then
come, follow me.”
22 But when the young man heard this, he went away sad, for he had many
possessions.
23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “I tell you the truth, it is very hard for a rich person to
enter the Kingdom of Heaven.
24 I’ll say it again—it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a
rich person to enter the Kingdom of God!”
25 The disciples were astounded. “Then who in the world can be saved?” they asked.
26 Jesus looked at them intently and said, “Humanly speaking, it is impossible. But with
God everything is possible.”
1 Timothy 6:17 Teach those who are rich in this world not to be proud and not to trust in
their money, which is so unreliable. Their trust should be in God, who richly gives us all
we need for our enjoyment.
18 Tell them to use their money to do good. They should be rich in good works and
generous to those in need, always being ready to share with others.
19 By doing this they will be storing up their treasure as a good foundation for the future
so that they may experience true life.

