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ESTHER 3:1-15

There Will Always Be People Who Will ___________________ Your Dedication To God
1 Some time later King Xerxes promoted Haman son of Hammedatha the Agagite over
all the other nobles, making him the most powerful oﬃcial in the empire.
2 All the king’s oﬃcials would bow down before Haman to show him respect whenever
he passed by, for so the king had commanded. But Mordecai refused to bow down or
show him respect.
3 Then the palace oﬃcials at the king’s gate asked Mordecai, “Why are you disobeying
the king’s command?”
4 They spoke to him day after day, but still he refused to comply with the order. So they
spoke to Haman about this to see if he would tolerate Mordecai’s conduct, since
Mordecai had told them he was a Jew.
5 When Haman saw that Mordecai would not bow down or show him respect, he was
filled with rage.
People Concerned With Position _________________ Up Trouble
People With Conviction Quietly ____________________
People With Pride Are ______________________ To Rage
Proverbs 6:16 There are six things the Lord hates— no, seven things he detests:
17 haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that kill the innocent,
18 a heart that plots evil, feet that race to do wrong,
19 a false witness who pours out lies, a person who sows discord in a family.
________________________ Is Not An Option For A Christian
6 He had learned of Mordecai’s nationality, so he decided it was not enough to lay
hands on Mordecai alone. Instead, he looked for a way to destroy all the Jews
throughout the entire empire of Xerxes.
1 Samuel 15:32 Then Samuel said, “Bring King Agag to me.” Agag arrived full of hope,
for he thought, “Surely the worst is over, and I have been spared!”
33 But Samuel said, “As your sword has killed the sons of many mothers, now your
mother will be childless.” And Samuel cut Agag to pieces before the Lord at Gilgal.
People Who Want Revenge Are Blinded By ____________________ Anger
People Who Want Revenge Always ____________________ It Too Far
People Who Want Revenge Don’t ____________________ God

Romans 12:17 Never pay back evil with more evil. Do things in such a way that
everyone can see you are honorable.
18 Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone.
19 Dear friends, never take revenge. Leave that to the righteous anger of God. For the
Scriptures say, “I will take revenge; I will pay them back,” says the Lord.
1 Peter 2:23 He did not retaliate when he was insulted, nor threaten revenge when he
suﬀered. He left his case in the hands of God, who always judges fairly.
Who You ______________________ Advice From Is Critical
7 So in the month of April, during the twelfth year of King Xerxes’ reign, lots were cast in
Haman’s presence (the lots were called purim) to determine the best day and month to
take action. And the day selected was March 7, nearly a year later.
8 Then Haman approached King Xerxes and said, “There is a certain race of people
scattered through all the provinces of your empire who keep themselves separate from
everyone else. Their laws are diﬀerent from those of any other people, and they refuse
to obey the laws of the king. So it is not in the king’s interest to let them live.
9 If it please the king, issue a decree that they be destroyed, and I will give 10,000 large
sacks of silver to the government administrators to be deposited in the royal treasury.”
10 The king agreed, confirming his decision by removing his signet ring from his finger
and giving it to Haman son of Hammedatha the Agagite, the enemy of the Jews.
11 The king said, “The money and the people are both yours to do with as you see fit.”
12 So on April 17 the king’s secretaries were summoned, and a decree was written
exactly as Haman dictated. It was sent to the king’s highest oﬃcers, the governors of
the respective provinces, and the nobles of each province in their own scripts and
languages. The decree was written in the name of King Xerxes and sealed with the
king’s signet ring.
13 Dispatches were sent by swift messengers into all the provinces of the empire,
giving the order that all Jews—young and old, including women and children—must be
killed, slaughtered, and annihilated on a single day. This was scheduled to happen on
March 7 of the next year. The property of the Jews would be given to those who killed
them.
14 A copy of this decree was to be issued as law in every province and proclaimed to
all peoples, so that they would be ready to do their duty on the appointed day.
15 At the king’s command, the decree went out by swift messengers, and it was also
proclaimed in the fortress of Susa. Then the king and Haman sat down to drink, but the
city of Susa fell into confusion.
Be Careful Of People With An _____________________
Always Talk To More Than One When Getting _______________________
Always Be Aware Of How It _____________________ Others
Make Sure The Advice ____________________ With Scripture And The Spirit

